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Advancing regional growth.




Innovation 
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For More Information Contact:
Dan Jordan

Mining and Reclamation
801 SW Highway 169, Suite 2

Chisholm, MN  55719
218-254-7967
218-254-7973 (FAX)

Dan.Jordan@state.mn.us   
www.ironrangeresources.org

PURPOSE
The Innovation Grant Program supports the implementation of the Laurentian Vision Partnership’s (LVP) goals by assisting with projects that serve the Partnership’s vision and mission of “Transforming pits and piles to living lakes and landscapes…our legacy for the future.”  
I. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY
Eligible applicants must reside in the region statutorily defined as the Taconite Assistance Area (TAA) M.S. §273.1341.  The Innovation Grant Program and Laurentian Vision Partnership support local communities, mining companies, other agencies and organizations in their efforts to:

· Preserve lands that sustain current and future mining

· Promote landscape options for post mining uses

· Identify and discuss new development opportunities

· Provide the tools to achieve these goals

II. PROJECT ELIGIBILITY
Project proposals are accepted from local units of government or other stakeholders working in cooperation with taconite mining companies to address the Innovation Grant Program evaluation criteria in Section IV. 
III. FUNDING
The maximum grant for which each applicant is eligible during FY 2008 is $250,000.   Innovation grant funds shall not exceed 50% of the total project cost. 

· Innovation grant funds are disbursed upon receipt of invoices substantiating project expenditures.  
IV. EVALUATION AND CRITERIA
Innovation grant projects are evaluated by a committee composed of Iron Range Resources staff and Laurentian Vision Partnership coordinating committee members.  Proposals should address the following criteria: 
(A) SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT – Priority #1

· The project provides for a post mining use of the land aimed at future commercial, residential, recreational, or environmental enhancement.

· The project provides and supports economic development.

-Jobs are created or retained.

-The project generates revenue.
(B) PARTNERSHIPS AND COOPERATION – Priority #2
· Projects must include the cooperation of a mining company and may be  developed with adjacent local units of government, nonprofit organizations or other stakeholders.

· The Project is innovative and its completion is not required by existing permits or laws.  If the project involves active mine areas or other lands covered by a permit, the project must be reviewed and receive approval from the appropriate state, county, or local regulatory agency prior to submission.  The project must also exceed the minimum requirements of applicable permits or laws.

· If the project impact extends beyond public lands, written support from the affected private landowners must accompany the project’s submission.

· The project mitigates public safety concerns.
(C) LEVERAGE – Priority #3

· Innovation Grant funds will leverage monies from other funding sources.  
· Leveraged funds can be from any non-agency source including the value of in-kind services.   
(D) PROJECT READINESS – Priority #4

· The project should be ready for construction no longer than a year after the grant award. 
· Additionally, the applicant must provide a statement relating to the timely and successful implementation of the project and a statement certifying that all financing is in place.         
VI. APPLICATION PROCESS
Once an applicant has reviewed the eligibility, identified needs, developed a project, demonstrated ability to meet the criteria and secured all necessary local authorizations, a project application must be submitted. Submit completed applications to the Agency address on the front cover of this manual. Project application forms are also available on the Iron Range Resources web site at www.ironrangeresources.org. For additional information on the Laurentian Vision Partnership, visit www.lvpmn.org.
All projects submitted for funding are evaluated on an individual basis, based on how well the criteria in Section IV., Evaluation and Criteria, are addressed. 

Iron Range Resources accepts applications for the Innovation Grant Program on an on-going basis throughout the year. Applications are reviewed quarterly, so please contact staff for upcoming review deadlines. 
The project application must include: 

1) A completed Project Application Cover Sheet, page 4.

2) A narrative description that defines how the project meets the Sustainable Development, Partnerships and Cooperation, Leverage, and Project Readiness as described in Section IV.  More than one narrative may be included per page.
3) A Project Budget and Timetable, page 5.

4) Any other exhibits, reports or studies that support the application.
[THIS SECTION INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
Innovation Grants
Project Application Cover Sheet
Date Submitted:  ____________________


Project Description: 


Applicant’s Legal Name:  ____________________________________


Address:  _________________________________________________


Contact Person:


Title:




Phone #’s:
Home: 








Work:  







Fax: 





Email Address: __________________________________



Geographic Area Served by Applicant: 
Population Served by Applicant:   
Applicant’s Legal Representative:  
Applicant’s Governing Body:  _________________________________________



(Mayor, City Council, Town Board Chairman, Supervisors, General Manager, or Others)
SIGNATURES






I declare that any statement in this application, or information provided herein is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the following statement:

“The State of Minnesota and its agents have the right to verify information provided in

this application.  False information, in addition to disqualifying the applicant from future consideration for financial assistance, may also subject the applicant to the penalty provision of M.S. §609.645."

Applicant:      
By:        



Title:  



Date:  
Attest:




Title:  



Date:   
Innovation Grants
Project Budget and Timetable

	USES
	SOURCES (Be Specific)

	Detailed Project Costs
	Applicant
	IRR
	Other
	Other
	Other
	In-Kind
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Project Costs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Timetable
Please fill out the following anticipated dates.  
Feel free to add other critical achievements and expected completion dates.
	ACTIONS
	DATE

	Commencement of Program:
	

	Completion of Program:

	

	Critical Achievements or Milestones:
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